
8th Grade Unit 7 

Term Definition Nonlinguistic 

vast 
Of very great extent or 
quantity; immense. 

 

solar system 

The system consisting of 
the sun and the planets 
and other objects that 
revolve around it. 

 

astronomical 
unit 

A unit of distance equal 
to the average distance 
between Earth and the 
sun, about 150 million 
kilometers. 

 

sun  
A large, gaseous body at 
the center of the solar 
system. 
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planet 

An object that orbits a 
star, is large enough to 
have become rounded 
by its own gravity, and 
has cleared the area of 
its orbit. 

 

moon 
A natural satellite that 
orbits a planet. 

 

asteroid 

One of the rocky objects 
revolving around the sun 
that are too small and 
numerous to be 
considered a planet. 

 

meteoroid 

A chunk of rock or dust 
in space, generally 
smaller than an asteroid. 
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comet 

A loose collection of ice 
and dust that orbits the 
sun, typically in a long, 
narrow orbit. 

 

electromagn
etic radiation 

The energy transferred 
through space by 
electromagnetic waves. 

  
 

 

visible light 

Electromagnetic 
radiation that can be 
seen with the unaided 
eye. 

 

spectrum  

The range of 
wavelengths of 
electromagnetic waves. 

  
 

 

wavelength 

The distance between 
two corresponding parts 
of a wave, such as the 
distance between two 
crests.  
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telescope 

An optical instrument 
that forms enlarged 
images of distant 
objects. 

 

nebula 
A large cloud of gas and 
dust in space. 

 

protostar 

A contracting mass of 
gas which represents an 
early stage in the 
formation of a star, 
before nucleosynthesis 
has begun. 

 

white dwarf 

The blue-white hot core 
of a star that is left 
behind after its outer 
layers have expanded 
and drifted out into 
space. 
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supernova 
The brilliant explosion of 
a dying supergiant star. 

 

black hole 

A region of spacetime 
where gravity is so 
strong that nothing—no 
particles or even 
electromagnetic 
radiation such as light—
can escape from   

analyze 

To study something 
closely in order to 
determine the nature of 
its parts and how they 
work together. 

 

galaxy  

A huge group of single 
stars, star systems, star 
clusters, dust, and gas 
bound together by 
gravity.  

universe 

All of space and 
everything in it. 
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light year 

The distance that light 
travels in one year; 
about 9.46 trillion 
kilometers. 

 

Big Bang  

The initial explosion that 
resulted in the 
formation and expansion 
of the universe. 

 
 


